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* Comus ' and its contents had a power- 
ful appealr^to me in that language, when 
-first I read it as a text-book for my M. A., 
Examination of the Aligharh Muslim Uni- 
versity in 1928. Since then I have an idea 
of adapting it in Telugu Verse, which has 
taken shape now, by Mother's will. I fer- 
vently hope that the Telugu public will 
accept it at its worth. 

_ I must not lose this opportunity of 
thanking Mr, V. Ramasubbarayudu, my 
-friend and president, Snehalata Kavita San- 
,;gham for the trouble he has taken in prepar- 
ing the M. S. for the press and Mr. A. V. 
Chelapati Rao, a good scholar in Telugu & 
Sanskrit, for his introduction and for looking 
into the proofs. Finally I must thank my 
friend and co- lecturer, Mr. B. V. Rama 
-Narsu for having rendered the prose version, 
the story. 

Author. 



OPINIONS 



I have lad tie pleasure of lo oking into scire of 
the writings of Mr, S. Viswanatha Sastri, M t A, and 
am much impressed by the author's skill and learning. 
* have no doubt that he will bave ample opportunities 
in the service of His Exalted Highness, tfce Nizam, for 
the development of his great powers. 

Waltair, | (d.) S. Badbalmshjiai),, 

29th Dee., 1934,} . Vice Qdaneellor, 

ANDHRA UNIVERSITY. 



41 I have read with great interest Kcmavilasant 
a Telugu rendering of Milton's Ccmvs by Vidvan, S. V o 
Sastri. In my opinionrtke"liut1bor has ably brought out 
the spirit of the original. His departures from his* 
source mainly consist in the replacing of classical 
allusions of which Milton's poem is so full, by refer- 
ences to our own puranic tales and legends which the 
average Telrgu reader will more readily appreciate. 
It is the duty of every lover of Andhra culture to do 
his hit for the enriching of Modern Telugu literature 
and Mr, Sastri's attempt is therefore a step in the 
right direction. 

i. * ,n % ( sd -) T - Virabhadrtidu, 

Hyderabad (Dn) \ M A% L>T 

25th March '35. -> Professor of Snglisf), 

OSMANIA UNIVERSITY COLLEGE 



A SUMMARY 

of the story of 

"eojvius" 



The hero of the story or the villain of the 
piece, is Comus, born of Bacchus, the wine 
god and Circe, the sorceress. As is natural 
in such cases, he combines in himself the sor- 
cery of his mother and his paternal heritage 
of love for wine. His trade for mere love of 
it, is to lure innocent travellers of the forest 
into tasting his magic wine \vhich has the 
quality of transforming them into men with 
animal faces. As a record of past achieve- 
ments,he has with him a riotous gang of fall* 
en men roaming about the wood with their 
master enchanter* 

Once, as ill-luck would have it, a hand- 
some young lady and her two brothers of aris- 
tocratic descent, had to pass thrcrgh that 
infested wood on the way to their father's 
house, where he was to be invested with his 
ducal power- The lady feels exhausted and 
hungry and her brothers go in search of find- 



ing out for her some nurishment bat lose 
their way in the forest* Night descends and 
a thousand phantasies haunt the lady's me- 
mory, when she is thus left to herself. That 
is the occasion and opportunity for Comus to 
Introduce himself to her and to spread his net 
round his fair victim in the guise of a harm- 
less villager. He resolves to make advances 
to her and own her as his queen. In order* 
however, to put his victim off the scent, he 
first learns the story of her lost brothers 
from her and promises to escort her to them 
after a night's rest- 
Meanwhile, the brothers feel sorry for 
their sister left alone; but feel confident that 
her chastity and force of character will pro- 
tect her from the clutches of evil- 

Their worst fears proved true, when the 
attendant spirit, disguised like their father's 
shepherd, appears before them to disclose 
what befell their unhappy sister. The bro- 
thers in great rage prepared to find out and 
chastise Comus; but are disillusioned by the 
shepherd about the possibility of force suc- 
ceeding against one armed with charms and 
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magic. He tells them also that he knows of 
a magical herb called *'Haemony'% which has 
the power of counter acting the evil influen- 
ces of Com us* enchantments- Armed with this^ 

-*v 

they proceed in search of Comus' den, to 
break his glass of wine and seize his wand, 
the two main forces of his evil influences. 

At the other end, the lady is led by Co- 
mus> and bis crew to a magnificent palace 
set out with all manner of deliciousness* 
where the lady is made to sit on an enchant- 
ed chair from which she cannot move and is 
offered a glass of wine. Comus offers to win 
her over with apparently convincing argu^ 
ments that elevate gross materialism and 
profligacy to the level of virtue, which the 
lady rebuts with an equally forceful answer 
in defence of true virtue and chastity. 

At this juncture, the two brothers rush 
in, wrest the glass out of Comus' hand and 
break it into pieces* His gang is held up bu* 
Comus escapes with the magic wand and the 
shepherd brings it to the notice of the bro- 
thers that without the wand being snatched* 
the lady cannot be freed from the bonds of 
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enchant meat. But all is not lost; for the good 
shepherd suggests invoking the help of <v Sa- 
brina", a river goddess, who is the protector 
of virginity and who has the power of undo- 
ing the mischievous effect of Comus' black 
magic* Sabr;na is accordingly invoked. She 

4 

comes at once and sprinkles holy water 
thrice on the lady's finger tip and thrice on 
her mbied I lip. The spell then loses its fell grip 
on the lady and she is led :in safety to her 
father's palace to increase their merriment 
and happiness. 

Having thus discharged her labour of 
love, the attendant, spirit disappears to happy 
climes, where day never " shuts his eye, ex- 
horting mortals to love virtue, lest, other- 
wise, the wrath of heaven should descend on 
them- 
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" A work more truly poetical is rarely 
found " Johnson's " j^r of 
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Milton ^oelo-D coo^>o 

Thy soul was like a star and dwelt apart 

Thou hadst a voice whose sound was like the sea 

Pure as the naked heavens, majestic free 

So did'st thou travel on life's common way 

In cheerful godliness, and yet thy heart 

The lowest duties on herself lay* 

" Plain living and high thinking 

was his motto in life. " 
Milton himself had expressed in 

the sonnest on his blindness 

41 who best 
his mild yoke, they serve him best. ' 



n 

!&*le;0sfc>tfg& 



C 








vi 
Masque ) 






. 

e> 



tfdbbooa JSf*a 



eo 

& L 

$ $ * 




_ f 







60 oJ 




J 
foS) ^oS^SS-L&Xfl^ 



vii 










00 / y 

oeS^c /T'O^ofiSS ^ex>sScre$ < )ex> 

" ^sScr 

^y sJ?C tfo ^ tf 

4: 55455 
















vili 




d3 



SSDC335 




















9 






(Songs) 

















CO 



9 



( Translation is 
vulgar } 



ooooi^^^TSl^S 







^^^n'^ 



"3 

.oJ 

o 





2 
2 
































IS" 




(Translation) 







(adaptation) 









Culture ) 






( Exchange of 




oj ' 









^ y 







/ 






/ 








/ 




.. e e 

ku 






(Tresses like the moon) 

-Oc3Sx377c 







eo /ejQ o 


















ft O O 







^eaooX'S' 














ST9 

ex) "^DO^O^O TT85C'?r o r 

C> C? 












So* ea"^^)^ SJO^odS 3T s yr) j r .5'j r .-sr'S)S) 





s 



XiV 





36 



. 807-810. 



. 877-880 













-sr* 







1-77 










XV 






csfcor&c ?^D ^^r^, T>s6. 627- 
^o "Sc-O 



eo eo 








<O 






Q> 







He that has lit within his own clear breast 
May sit in the centre and enjoy bright day 
But he that hides a dark soul and foul thoughts 
Benighted walks in the midday sun 
Himself is his own dungeon, 

Comus' 509-5 13. 
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He with his bare wand can unthread thy joints 
And crumble thy senews. "Comus" 6 1 4-6 15 
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Yea! even that Mischief Meant more harm 

Shall in the happy trial prove most glory 

But evil on itself back recoil "Comus" 59 1 -594 
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Tbrysis ! Whose artful strains have oft delayed 
The huddling brook to hear his madrigal 
And sweetened every musk rose of the dale 

"Comus" 494-496 
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668-661 

What need the vermil-tinctur'd lips for that, 
Love-darting eyes and tresses like the moon 
There was another meaning in these gifts 
Think what and be advised, you are but young yet! 

"Comus" 753-756 
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You may as well spread out the unsunned heaps 

Of miser's treasures by an outlaws den 

And tell me it is safe. 'Coraus 1 398-400 
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If this fail 

The pillar'd firmament is rottenness 
And earth's base built on stubble "Comus ''597-599 
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Jtatn'vilasam is sure so fine 
That moon grows pale unfit to shine 
With equal grace and hence perchance 
Pours down on earth her milky glance, 

The lull ing fragrance of the rose 
MingFd with skylark's melody close 
Filtered into a song refined 
Kam'vilasam is then defined. 
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